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In December 1987, the “war of the stones” began. Neither the state nor the
army was prepared for a battle of this size. On the 15th of November 1988,
Yasser Arafat proclaimed the foundation of an independent state in Palestine and
implicitly recognized the existence of the State of Israel in December of that
same year.

The first Intifada meant the conflict between Israel and the Arabs became an
internal affair again, as it had been before the creation of the State of Israel and
the “territories” transformed the conflict into one big battlefield. The
establishment of “Greater Israel” after the Six-Day War inevitably defined
the conflict and intensified it; and all of this because of the colonization of the
Palestinian territories by Jewish activists, a colonization that never ceased even
under the left-wing administration that returned to power in 1999 with the
election of Ehud Barak. What began as a military strategy now turned into urban
guerrilla warfare. Ehud Barak did try to advance the peace talks at Camp David
but he remained intractable on the question of the return of the refugees (1948)
and on the matter of Jerusalem, proposing a Palestinian State divided up
according to the presence of Jewish colonies and with borders under Isracli
control,

The second Intifada, which began in the autumn of 2000, threw the Middle
East into a state of tension and its repercussions were felt in Europe, particularly
in the Arab and Jewish communities who often live in the same districts, as
for example in the suburbs of the large French cities. It destabilized these two
communities and even resulted in  serious conflicts and anti-Semitic acts of
violence of varying seriousness. .
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Projection of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Europe and France

In France, the Maghrebians and the Maghrebian Jews of the working classes
often live in the same suburbs and sometimes even in the same neighborhoods.
The relative success of the Maghrebian Jews, which is partially duc to their
adaptation skills inherited from the long history of the Jewish Diaspora in
general, aggravates the resentment of the Maghrebians and other groups
descended of immigrants, especially in times of Isracli-Palestinian conflicts. But
Maghrebian Jews, who live close to Arabs, are also getting themselves caught up
in this spiral of resentment not only because of the trauma of their departure
from North Africa, but also because they project their own past experience, that
they interpret today as “expulsion,” on what is happening in the Middle East
between the lsraelis and the Palestinians, imagining that their co-religionists
in Israel are threatened by a similar fate. Most of the radical right websites and
groups were founded during the last recent years by young Maghrebian Jews.
These groups are anti-Arab and some of them are clearly racist, and their
members may even resort to violent action in the demonstrations. We observe
the same type of projection in Israel where the Oriental Jews have transformed
the trauma of their exile into hostility against the Palestinians.

The Jewish and Arab-Moslem “communautarisms”, which became active in
France especially after the second Intifada, and which spread in the form of
diasporic nationalisms, should also be taken into consideration. Jews and Arabs,
in France and everywhere where they constitute important Diasporas, are all
more or less touched by this nationalism. A nationalism with no territorial

 claims, reconciling loyalty to the country of residence with strong support to

external causes, is likely to cement a diasporic identity. These causes are
transnational. The Arab-Moslems of the Diaspora, beyond their own particular
national affiliations or those of their parents, rebuild a certain unit in defense of
the Palestinian cause, and overcome at the same time their possible dissensions.
This identification, more visible among young people, enables them
to reinscribe themselves in a genealogy, even after severing the link with both
their country of origin and their parents, whom they reproach for having
passively undergone the bumiliations and the rejections imposed by
immigration.

In these badly controlled time bombs that the suburbs have become, it is,
more than religion, their identification with the Palestinians, or with all those
who defy the West, that helps them retrieve their lost honor. The dramatic
deeds of the heroes of the Palestinian cause become acts of bravery and a means
of appropriation, while Israel, associated with the West which relegated them
to its margins, becomes the enemy incarnate par excellence, persecutor of the
Palestinians, their brothers of destiny. In this representation, generally no
distinction is made between Israelis and Jews.
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For a long time, the Jews themselves have been developing their own
diasporic nationalism surrounding Isracl, which was reinforced by the evolution













